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A Letter From The President
ATFA Members,

I hope each of you had a great start to your new year! 2017 

looks promising for our association. We have many exciting 

projects and events that should provide ample opportunities 

for you to participate, learn and meet your neighbors from 

across the state.

Like last year, the Alabama TREASURE Forest Association will host regional 

meetings around the state in 2017. We will cover a broad range of topics, from feral 

pigs to American chestnut restoration. These meetings are a great way to connect 

with landowners in your area, as well as learn about things important to your region. 

Dates and locations will be announced periodically, so be sure to check our website 

(www.TREASUREforest.org), newsletters and mailings.

I’m also happy to reveal this year’s annual meeting will be in Muscle Shoals Oct. 

26-28. Please mark your calendars now for this exciting event. Registration and the 

agenda will be announced later this year.

Finally, I’m pleased to announce the ATFA’s newest partnership with the Alabama 

FFA Association to promote our new license plate. We are confident this partnership 

will be mutually beneficial, will help spread our TREASURE Forest mission and will 

grow participation. There is an ongoing competition among FFA chapters across the 

state to see which chapter can give away the most ATFA license plates. The top three 

chapters will be awarded a cash prize to help fund their projects. I encourage each of 

you to contact your local FFA chapter advisor and offer your support.

We are over halfway to our license plate-commitment goal. Let’s persist and 

reach our mark. Continue promoting our new license plates among your friends and 

neighboring landowners. I am confident that together, we will surpass our goal.

Thank you for everything you do to support the ATFA.

Sincerely,

Billy Joe Johnson

Johnson

From left, Falkville FFA Forestry Judging Team members Austin Orr, Bryce Bryan, 
Gavin Lee and Briar Kimbrell say they're excited to sign up family, friends and 
community members for ATFA's new, free "I'd Rather Be In The Woods" tag. 
They're competing with FFA chapters across the state in the tag giveaway contest.

FFA Chapters Compete In 
TREASURE Forest Tag Challenge
FFA students across Alabama are digging in and encouraging neighbors, peers 

and family members to show why they’d rather be in the woods through a free 
Alabama TREASURE Forest Association (ATFA) license plate.

Chapters statewide are competing to give away the 
most of ATFA’s “I’d Rather Be In The Woods” tags. The top 
three chapters will receive a cash prize to help fund their 
projects, ranging from woodworking to sugar cane syrup 
making. 

ATFA Executive Director Rick Oates said his organization 
was pleased to partner with a younger demographic to 
help spread ATFA’s stewardship-focused mission. 

“These FFA chapters house the future of our forestry and 
agricultural industries,” Oates said. “This contest is helping expose students to our 
program at a younger age and showing them the benefits of forest stewardship. The 
prize at the end of the contest doesn’t hurt either.” 

Falkville FFA Chapter Advisor Ashley Holmes said participating in the contest 
was an easy decision. In 2015 and 2016, Falkville FFA snagged top prize in the state 
Forestry Career Development Event, where they learned about forestry and the 
industry’s impact on Alabama.

"The FFA Forestry team has been one of our program's strengths for many years," 
Holmes said. "In addition to developing forestry-specific career skills, this contest is 
helping students strengthen valuable personal skills such as teamwork, leadership, 
adaptability and the value of a strong work ethic."

Chapters have until Feb. 13 to give away tags. Winners will be announced 
during National FFA Week Feb. 18-25. To sign up for an ATFA license plate, visit 
TREASUREForest.org. n



Check out TREASUREforest.org for information on an upcoming forestry and wildlife tour in Maine.

Upcoming Events
March 6-7 ForestHER —Basics Workshop    

New Brockton  
 Contact Bence Carter at jbc0057@aces.edu

March 13-14 ForestHER—On Fire Workshop    
Auburn University  

 Contact Becky Barlow at rjb0003@aces.edu

March 14 ATFA Central Region Meeting
 Presentation from the National Wild Turkey Federation  

Gadsden 
 Contact William Green at wmgreen@alfafarmers.org

March 21 ATFA Central Region Meeting 
 AU School of Forestry & Wildlife Sciences presents on black bears
 Lineville
 Contact William Green at wmgreen@alfafarmers.org

March 30 ATFA Southeast Region Meeting
 Presentation by USDA Wildlife Services on feral swine  

Ozark 
 Contact William Green at wmgreen@alfafarmers.org

August 3-6 Alabama Farmers Federation Commodity Conference 
 Birmingham
 Contact Rick Oates at roates@alfafarmers.org

October 26-28 ATFA Annual Meeting    
Muscle Shoals

 Contact William Green at wmgreen@alfafarmers.org 

Forest Industry Feels Continued Effects Of Last Fall's Drought
Though winter rains have given much-needed relief to Alabama’s parched 

soil, the state’s forests continue to be affected by last year’s drought, said the 
Alabama TREASURE Forest Association’s (ATFA) Rick Oates.

Drought postponed site preparation, including controlled 
burns, and delayed tree planting. Lack of sufficient 
ground moisture for seedling survival also pushed 
back 2017 planting.

“Many contractors and companies 
delayed receiving trees — and therefore 
planting — two to three weeks because 
of drought,” said Oates, ATFA’s executive 
director. “Recent heavy rains should have 
left enough ground moisture to ensure 
seedling success, but warm days are still 
likely throughout the rest of planting 
season.”

Nurseries generally lift young trees from 
the soil for delivery within a couple days, but 
above-average temperatures delayed lifting and 
transport, he added. 

“You need to plant when it’s cold so the seedlings will 
stay dormant,” Oates said. “If the trees start growing in warm 

temperatures and a cold snap comes along, that could tamper with tree health and 
profitability.”

Drought also stressed trees, making them more vulnerable to 
diseases and pests.

“Water deficits weaken natural defenses of trees, 
which allows pests and diseases to thrive,” Oates 

said. “Although we haven’t immediately seen 
effects on mature trees, we expect increasing 

reports of pests, like southern pine beetles, as 
it warms up this spring.”

Limited rainfall proved advantageous for 
the state’s loggers, who were able to log 
areas inaccessible under normal conditions.  

“A lot of timber was cut in Alabama 
during the drought since loggers could 

access areas too wet in a typical year,” Oates 
said. “At the same time, extra timber flooded 

the market during a season mills generally expect 
a decrease in logging activities. Mills couldn’t keep 

up with the supply of timber.”
According to the Jan. 26 U.S. Drought Monitor, 49 percent 

of Alabama remains in drought. n

During the 2016 Legislative Session, Alabama lawmakers adopted 
a rule allowing landowners to paint purple stripes on trees or 

fence posts to ward off trespassers. Properly posted no-trespassing 
signs remain lawful. 

Purple paint’s advantages include low cost, high visibility and 
difficult removal. Alabama is one of several states recognizing purple 
paint as a valid no-trespassing marker. 

According to the Code of Alabama, vertical stripes of purple paint 
must be longer than 8 inches; wider than 1 inch; 3-5 feet from the 
ground; readily visible to people approaching the property; 100 feet or 
less apart on forestland; and less than 1,000 feet on non-forestland.

The previous law stated trespassers were not necessarily unlawful 
unless proper signs were posted in “a conspicuous manner” or if the 
intruder had not been “personally communicated” to leave or stay out 
of the area. n

Purple Paint Law 
Protects Property



ATFA Secretary and Treasurer Carol Dorrill and her husband John have been active in 
the TREASURE Forest program since its inception. Clay Hill Farms, their Pike County 

property, was certified in the late 1980s. The Dorrills have been married over 50 years and 
have two children, John and Lee, and five grandchildren. They share their time between 
Pike County and Montgomery and attend the First Baptist Church of Troy. 
1)  Why did you get involved with the ATFA?
 The management practices we conducted since the late 1970s made Clay Hill Farms an 

ideal TREASURE Forest. We managed for multiple uses, 
and our love and care for the land made involvement 
a natural fit. We are also friends with TREASURE 
Forest certification founder Bill Moody and wanted to 
support his endeavor.
2) What's your favorite part of the ATFA?
John and I love many aspects of the ATFA and what 
it does for landowners. We enjoy working to improve 
the land and the diversion it offers us from other 
distractions. Our meetings are a great place to get 
away for a weekend and forget everything else.
3) How do you share your TREASURE Forest with 
others? 
Our land is always open to others to learn the benefits 
of forests. We hosted many events over the years, 
from Classroom in the Forest to Take a Kid Fishing 
Days. We love for people to learn what forests provide 
society and how, if properly managed, they benefit 

landowners. We want more people to participate and showcase how owners care for the 
land.
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Carol Dorrill, right, and ATFA's Pike County chapter 
gave away pine seedlings during Arbor Day 2016.

Be sure to "Like" Alabama 
TREASURE Forest Association!

Extension Workshops For Women Focus On Forestry
Ladies that 

love the 
land are invited 
to pull on their 
boots and focus 
on forests during 
two ForestHer 
workshops in 
March.

Coordinated by 
the Alabama Cooperative Extension System, ForestHer 
Basics will introduce women to fundamental forestry 
ideas March 6-7 in New Brockton at the Coffee County 
Extension office.

Day One, participants will learn to read maps and 
measure timber; market timber and non-timber forest 
products; identify wildlife and pollinators; and more. 

Day Two takes to the field with an educational walk 
about wood plants and a forest tour.

Registration is $70.
A second workshop, ForestHer—On Fire, 

concentrates on prescribed burns and is at Auburn 
University’s School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences 

March 13-14.
Fire behavior, safety and management techniques 

comprise Day One. The following day, attendees will 
apply their newly learned skills in the woods and see 
a prescribed fire.

Registration is $80.
Register for ForestHer Basics at aces.edu/go/698 

or for ForestHer—On Fire at aces.edu/go/699. For 
more information about ForestHer Basics, contact 
Bence Carter at (334) 894-5596 or jbc0057@aces.edu. 
For more about ForestHer—On Fire, contact Becky 
Barlow at (334) 844-1019 or rjb0003@aces.edu. n

ATFA Annual Meeting

Oct. 26-28
Muscle Shoals



Southern Pine Beetle Prevention 
Program Applications Due March 17
Technical assistance and financial incentives to 

help Alabama forest landowners reduce timber 
susceptibility to southern pine beetles (SPB) are 
now available. Implemented by the 
Alabama Forestry Commission 
(AFC), SPB Prevention 
Cost-Share Program 
applications are due 
March 17.

These prevention 
practices are avail-
able for incentive 
payments:
• Non-commercial 

first thinning of a 
loblolly or shortleaf 
pine stand

• Borax treatment of a 
thinned loblolly or shortleaf 
pine stand

• Understory prescribed burn of a loblolly 
or shortleaf pine stand
This program is open to non-industrial private 

forest (NIPF) landowners who own between 10 and 

5,000 acres of forestland in Alabama. Landowners can 
apply for and execute a SPB prevention practice for 

more than 100 acres, but the incentive payment 
for completing the practice(s) on 100 

acres is the limit for reimburse-
ment. NIPF owners may 

include private individuals, 
joint owners, nonprofit 

organizations or 
corporations that 
are not wood-using 
industries and do not 
have publicly traded 
stock.

The same acreage 
cannot be enrolled in 

other incentive or cost-
share programs, such as the 

Conservation Reserve Program.
SPB is the No. 1 killer of pines in 

Alabama. Unmanaged and overcrowded 
stands of southern pines are vulnerable to the pests.

Applications and technical guidelines to determine 
eligibility are available at local AFC offices. n

FORESTAlabama TREASURE

Forest Association

GET THIS TAG FREE!
And Help Fund Forest Education In Alabama

For more information, visit TREASUREforest.org or email William Green at WMGreen@alfafarmers.org.



Association Leaders and Staff Contacts
PRESIDENT
Billy Joe Johnson
Cherokee County
critterwoods@tds.net

VICE PRESIDENT
Lamar Dewberry
Clay County
ldewberry@centurytel.net

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Carol Dorrill
Pike County
dorrillgrp@aol.com

North Region
Danny Crawford
Limestone County
danny.f.crawford@gmail.com

Donald Mann
Madison County
donaldmnn@yahoo.com

Central Region
John Frank Farrow
Tallapoosa County
njfarrow@earthlink.net

Jimmy Jimmerson
Cleburne County
jimmerson3@juno.com

Wiley McCollum
Clay County
mawnpaw49@gmail.com

Kathy McCrimmon
Calhoun County
kpmccrimmon@gmail.com

Gene Renfroe
Jefferson County
Gene@earenfroe.com

Jana Renfroe
Jefferson County
Jana@earenfroe.com

Southwest Region
Billy Smith
Escambia County
bsmith@pcimbwr.com

Ed Travis
Mobile County
edward@edwardftravis.com

Dr. Charles (Ted) Vaughan
Sumter County
docvaughan77@yahoo.com

Jamestican Parham
Wilcox County
jparham2@wildblue.net

Southeast Region
Tim Albritton
Elmore County
Tim.Albritton@al.usda.gov

Billy Blackwell
Dale County
bblackwell@ozarkalabama.us

Charlie Clark
Escambia County
charles.clark@al.usda.gov

Dr. Richard Hill
Elmore County
rphill1945@gmail.com

STAFF
Rick Oates
ATFA Executive Director
roates@alfafarmers.org
(334) 613-4305

William Green
Resource Coordinator
wmgreen@alfafarmers.org
(334) 612-5235
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Wild Hog Workshop, Demonstrations A Win With Landowners
Managing feral swine was on the mind of 30 

attendees during a wild hog control workshop 
at the Alabama Farmers Federation Montgomery 
home office Dec. 16. 

That morning, Alabama Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources’ Chuck Sykes outlined legal 
ramifications and penalties for transporting live pigs. 

He reminded attendees of 16 recent arrests for 
transporting and releasing hogs. The offense is a class 
B misdemeanor and carries a $2,500 fine and possible 
jail time up to 180 days.

Jager Pro Hog Control Systems experts presented 
on pig removal strategies and demonstrated trap 
construction and assembly.

The Alabama TREASURE Forest Association’s William 
Green called the interactive seminar a success and was 
pleased with the benefits landowners received.

“Our goal was to provide members with a unique 
learning experience—giving them real, hands-on 
practice with equipment and individual help from 
feral swine removal experts,” said Green, ATFA’s 
resource coordinator. “This event was beneficial for our 

landowners, and we look forward to planning another 
workshop soon.”

Participants hailed from 12 counties and six organi-
zations, including state and federal agencies. n

Jager Pro Hog Control Systems Trapping Operations Director Lance Dement, far right, 
demonstrated strategies and methods to trap feral swine during a recent meeting in Montgomery. 


